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when the descent takes place bringing into the lower
the pure experience of the higher. But the effective
descent would mean a global widening, an increasing
on every side into the wholeness of the world of light.
Sacrifice in its inner sense is a glad, ungrudging and
aspiring renunciation of the lower and finite for the
attainment of the higher and infinite. An offering of
all one's possessions and powers to the Supreme
from whom they are derived, is the means to the
realisation of the Supreme and the enjoyment of the
bliss of His Light, Love and infinite plenitude. And
the mystic Fire, the fire of the awakened Psyche.,
is the priest and leader of this sacrifice. In an un-
developed man, this Fire smoulders under a heap
of gross vital-physical preoccupations; only in those
who have developed their spiritual consciousness and
awakened to the high sense of their divine destiny^
it flames up and mounts towards the unwalled heavens
of the  Spirit. It rises,  a  quenchless, indomitable
Seer-Will, Kavikratu> cleaving through all the planes
of consciousness, devouring all the desires of man,
consuming all the rank weeds of his ignorance, till it
lands the soul, free and immune, upon the shoreless
ocean of immortality. But for this Fire, the soul would
remain pent up in an eternal inconscience. It is the
great vicar of evolutionary sacrifice, the   intrepid-
pilot of the soul's voyage towards infinity. The life of
the Vedic Aryans was every moment of it a ceaseless
effott to live up to the ideal of sacrifice, to think of
it5 to prepare for it and then to make it in an effective